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Sir: 

Applicant respectfully responds to the Office Action dated January 29, 2004 

as follows: 

AMENDMENT TO THE TITLE 

Please delete the title and replace it with the following: 

METHODS FOR DETECTING ASTROCYTOMAS AND MONITORING 
THE TREATMENT THEREOF 

AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

33. (currently amended) A method for assessing the efficacy of 
astrocytoma therapy in a subject who has undergone or is undergoing treatment for an 
astrocytoma, the method comprising assaying for CD81 expression a diagnostic sample ef 
eel+s of astrocytic tumor cells of the subject, wherein no detection of expression of CD81 in 
astrocytic tumor cells of the subject is indicative of unsuccessful astrocytoma therapy. 

34. (currently amended) The method of claim 33, wherein the 
diagnostic sample of cells of astrocytic tumor cells lineag e of the subject is assayed in vitro. 

A complete listing of all claims (31-64) in the application pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.121 is attached hereto. 
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